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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The mean surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary line separating northern cold dry winds from southern warm moist winds) during this dekad has almost reached its most northern position in the west.  It lies over northern Mauritania, sloping towards northern Mali, central Niger, and central Chad and onto Sudan. This northern drift of the ITD shocked into the sub-region much needed moisture laden winds from the south over the Atlantic Ocean. With the effects of land heating and evaporation conventional systems were formed resulting to the recent rains and thunderstorms experienced during the period over the Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso and Gulf of Guinea states. 
1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

During this dekad the country experienced warm, humid and partly to cloudiness atmosphere with reported cases of widespread thunderstorms and rains accompanied by strong winds (squall) sweeping across the country. Some structural damages were also experienced (Roofs, billboards) but the extent and dept of affection is yet to be clear. 
 1.3 WEATHER   OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (01st – 10th September)

Variable cloudy, warm, humid, Thunderstorms and / or rain occasionally accompanied with strong wind (squall) are expected to affect the country during the period.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
 Rainfall situation in this dekad across the country showed some improvements, dekadal totals varied from 64mm over Banjul to 100.6mm (highest) over Sere Kunda in the Western Third. In the Middle Third dekadal totals varied between 79.3mm over Kaur to131.4mm (highest) over Jenoi, while in the Eastern Third dekadal totals were 51.5mm and 83.8mm over Fatoto and Basse respectively. (Figure 1a).This improvement in the rainfall situation is favorable for both crops transplantation and growth and pasture development. 
Seasonal rainfall amounts recorded as of 31st August showed a steady improvement in all the stations. Meanwhile, data received showed that the Eastern Third leads in seasonal totals during this dekad with Basse recording 612.4mm highest so far and Fatoto recording 547.7mm. In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest of 441.0mm while Janjanbureh has the lowest seasonal total of 248.2mm. In the Western Third, Banjul recorded the lowest seasonal total of 279.2mm,Yundum Airport recorded the highest of 489.7mm (Figure1b).
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    Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 21st –31st August 2014.
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 Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – August 31st 2014.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 31st August 2014, stood at 405.0mm, 31% below the country average of last year (31st August 2013; 594.4mm), and 28% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period: 569.9mm). Seasonal rainfall totals for individual regions show that only Basse (Upper River Region) has recorded a surplus of 20.8mm against the long term mean, although Fatoto has recorded   a surplus of 120.6mm compared to last year during the same time and in deficit compared to the normal (table l).  
Table 1: 2014 seasonal rainfalls as of August 31st2014, compared to that of last year and the long term mean (1981_2010).

	Station Name
	Seasonal total for 3rd dekad August 2014 
	Seasonal total for 3rd  dekad August 2013
	Dekadal normal for  3rd Dekad August  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2014 and 2013 3rd dekad of August comparisons
	Deficit or surplus for 2014  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	489.7
	960.1
	589.8
	470.4
	
	100.1
	

	Sibanor
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	
	

	Jenoi
	397.5
	657.6
	758.1
	-260.1
	
	-360.6
	

	Banjul
	279.2
	605.9
	543.1
	-326.7
	
	-263.9
	

	Kerewan
	366.3
	678.0
	547.2
	-311.7
	
	-180.9
	

	Kaur
	263.2
	440.3
	518.3
	-177.1
	
	-255.1
	

	Janjanbureh
	248.2
	698.2
	551.4
	-450.0
	
	-303.2
	

	Sapu
	441.0
	1112.1
	579.9
	-671.1
	
	-138.9
	

	Basse
	612.4
	655.8
	591.6
	-43.4
	
	
	+20.8

	Fatoto
	547.7
	427.1
	579.1
	
	+120.6
	-31.4
	


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures in this dekad, varied slightly across the country, they fluctuated between 23oC in the Western Third to 28oC in the Middle and Eastern Thirds respectively. Maximum temperatures were between 310C and 320C across the country, while minimum temperatures fluctuated between 22oC over Banjul to 24oC over Sapu.
2.4 Winds

Winds were light, moderate, and strong across the country. On the 27th strong winds of about 74km/h was recorded over Yundum, Banjul, Serre Kunda Environments, 55.4km/h over Janjanbureh, and 64.8km/h over Kerewan. These strong winds have caused structural damages across the country, some trees were uprooted, Billboards and some houses especially in Banjul were damaged. The Meteorological station at Kerewan in NBR was also not spared by the winds as the Stevenson screen that house some thermometers was also blown away by the gusty winds. The extend of the damage will depend on structure type and exposure.
	


2.5 Sunshine Duration

This dekad has improved in sunshine duration compared to the previous deksd.Sunshine duration varied from 4.9hours over Fatoto to 6.9hours over Sapu and Janjanbureh respectively. 
2.6 Relative Humidity

Highest average relative humidity across the country was over 95% and the lowest average relative humidity was 56%. This shows there is still enough moisture content in the atmosphere. Coupled with high temperatures this situation is ideal for rainfall occurrences but a continued recipe for malaria and unfavorable for asthmatic patients.   
3.0 Hydrological Situation
The average high tide during this dekad recorded at Bansang hydrological station was 2.64 m, whilst the average low tide was 1.70m. Compared to the previous dekad, the average high tide was 2.35 hence a difference of 29 cm. This showed that the River had risen by 29cm which could be attributed to the run off derived from the rainfall across the basin.

4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

West Coast Region (Brikama)

Agricultural activity in this region is basically weeding; crop phonological stages are at varying stages: early sown crops like maize is tasselimg while late planted maize is at tillering stage, early millet in Foni Bondali and Jarrol is booting (Panicle initiation). Phonological stages in upland rice varies, early sown rice are at advanced tillering stage, while late planted rice have just begun tillering. Early sown groundnuts have completed flowering and have begun pegging.Ploughing and transplanting of rice fields is in progress in the main inland valleys of Foni. Generally the Agricultural situation in this region is good.

North Bank Region (Kerewan)

Crops in this region are at different phonological phases. Crops that were first planted are at their reproductive phases-early millet are heading, maize crops tasselling, groundnuts are pegging; while crops that were planted late are still at their vegetative stages (Sesame, Cowpea).Transplanting of lowland rice is in progress.

Generally, the outlooks of the crops are impressive, especially in Jokadu (Kerr Jarga), Upper Nuimi (Jurunku, Fass), and in some parts of Sabah Sanjal.

Lower River Region (Jenoi)

Agricultural activities in this region is at varying stages, planting is still in progress for crops like cowpea, while groundnuts, and early millet are at their reproductive stages especially in areas like Jarra East and Kiang West. Weeding is in progress for upland rice and other field crops while lowland field are being ploughed for swampy rice.
Central River Region North (Kuntaur)

Major on-field activities in this region involved weeding for upland crops, both transplanting and weeding for rice field is in progress, nursery preparation is also ongoing for some rice fields. Sowing activities for some crops is still ongoing although very minimal.

Central River Region South (Sapu)

Weeding is in progress in this region, crop phonological stages vary. Early millet and maize are flowering, while transplanting is in progress for lowland rice, others are busy on nursery preparation. Some farmers are planting Nerica in the upland fields; however, the advice from the Agricultural Officer in this Region is that farmers should avoid planting Nerica at this time of the season as the season has gone too far for Nerica in the upland.

Upper River Region (Basse

Final weeding is in progress in some fields, some farmers are planting crops like Cowpea and melon. Some plants are at their reproductive stages, some farmers are engaged in green harvesting for their maize farms.

4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
N/A
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
PESTS AND DISEASES

N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul September 3rd 2014
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